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Caught by Surprise

John Dillinger was a murdering bank robber
“who always managed to get away. That is, until he showed
up in Tucson, 75 years ago this month.

By

KENDALL WRIGHT

ik

TURNS OUT, TUCSON IN January wasn't such a great dered several people involved. What's more, he was

idea for John Dillinger. The weather was nice, and frustrating law enforcement agencies along the way.
R — Hotel Congress offered firstrate It was after a bank robbery in East Chicago, Indiana,
TUCSON accommodations, but it was the cops that  during which an officer was killed, that Dillinger and

HE I T HTHA R T =

ruined things. To the surprise of everyone,  his mob headed south to Tucson to hole up £
including Dillinger himself,
the local police did what the
FBI couldn’t and captured
the notorious gangster on
January 25,1934,

“Well T'll be damned)”
Dillinger exclaimed, amazed
that Tucson’s bush-league
police officers nabbed him

Congress, under a!
when a fire broke ou
being told of the £
desk attendant woskins the
switchboard. the i
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down aerial ladder

got their luggage W
encouragement of
from the gangsters.
of firefighters rerriesed -5
heavy bags, discovering

without firing a single shot

— something the combined
forces of several states and
the FBI had been trying to
do for almost a year.

afterward that they'd bees
packed with a sma
of weapons and 523 =1
cash.

A few days later. ons

Seventy-five years later,
the city still celebrates the
historic moment during
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its annual Dillinger Days
event, which features re-
enactments of the arrest, live

of the same fireme
ognized Dillinge
music, tours, lectures and in a story in True D
an antique car show. This magazine. A sub

year’s event takes place on led to a stakeour

John Dillinger

January 24. on North Second

Back in the 30s, things were less festive. It was the ~ where Dillinger was eventually captured. &lthon==
Great Depression, and Dillinger dominated the head- the arrest occurred without a bloody shootows = =
lines for a series of bank robberies and murders across ~ Tucson police in the history i
the United States. In a period of eight months, Dill- books as the law enforcement Fo 3
inger and his gang had robbed more than five banks, agency that finally captured Shapes
plundered four police arsenals and ruthlessly mur- Public Enemy No. L.
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o RS i ®ONJANUARYD, devoted their lives

Th. h 1885, the Sisters of to caring for tuber-
1s mont Merey opened St. culosis patients.

3 3 Joseph’s Sanatorium,

i hlStOI"Y b B IN JANUARY

a 12-bed hospital in
an adobe cottage
located at Fourth
and Polk streets in
Phoenix. The nuns

1890, two teachers
from Tucson were
reinstated after
being discharged
from their duties for
enforcing corporal
punishment.

from Tubac on his
first expedition to
California, where he
eventually located
the sites for Presidio
B ON JANUARY 8, de San Francisco
1774, Juan Bau- and Mission San
tista de Anza set out Francisco de Asis.
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